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The recent arrest of K-1 and It's Showtime star Hesdy Gerges throws a monkey wrench into
the whole kickboxing world right now. The first impact felt by the arrest is for the March 6th It's
Showtime event, where the scheduled main event was
Daniel Ghita vs. Hesdy Gerges
. It was a fight that fans around the globe were looking forward to, as it was a meeting of two of
the kickboxing world's up-and-coming stars.

The second is that it is a third black mark on It's Showtime within the span of a year. Within a
year we saw their biggest star, Badr Hari, jailed for assault on a police officer. Of course with
Badr Hari this was not his first time he was in trouble with the law, and with the company that he
keeps it was not a surprise to many when it happened. Then later on in the year,
Ashwin Balrak
, who has fought for It's Showtime, was involved in a cocaine bust. Now comes the arrest of
Gerges.

To compound matters, Mayor Van der Laan of Amsterdam has publicly accused kickboxing
organizations of bringing with them a criminal element to their shows and has local officials
cracking down on these events. To run an event in Amsterdam, according to Simon Rutz in a
recent interview, means jumping through lots of hoops to prove they are "clean."

This arrest alone could not come at a worse time for the kickboxing world. Things could get
worse if Hesdy is found guilty for being involved in the incident, but for now, it is unclear what, if
any, was his involvement. He was questioned last year about the arrest of his half brother, but
was not a person of interest. The conjecture and "facts" I've seen floating around the internet
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are false at best; Hesdy was not found with cocaine at the time of the arrest that we know of, he
was
not in Belgium when his half brother was arrested last
May.

For now we have to wait and see as the situation unfolds.
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